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PUBLIC  LIGHTING   IN PRACTICE

The mechanism and cost of street lighting may perhaps be
understood more readily by the aid of some facts and figures
taken from the experience of one or two American cities.
In Boston a general division is made between principal and
minor streets. The former; which include all the more
important business thoroughfares as well as some streets in
the residential districts, are lighted chiefly by 6.6 ampere,
direct-current, enclosed electric arc, magnetite lamps, which
give an actual intensity of about eight hundred candle
power measured in mean lower hemispherical values at the
lamp itself. The lamps are set on wooden poles, chiefly
with brackets, at heights averaging twenty-five feet above
the street level, and are spaced at intervals of from one
hundred to one hundred and fifty feet. Whenever prac-
ticable, they are located at street intersections. In some
of the minor business thoroughfares and in a few resi-
dential streets single incandescent lamps are provided on
posts from twelve to fourteen feet in height. These in-
candescent lamps give in some cases sixty candle power
and in others forty candle power, measured at the light in
terms of mean horizontal values. They are spaced at inter-
vals of about fifty feet. The equipment and current are
supplied under a ten-year contract by the Edison Electric
Illuminating Company, and the city pays $87.53 per year
for each arc lamp and $18.33 per year for each incandescent
lamp of forty candle power.

The minor residential streets and alleyways are lighted
by gas, about ten thousand lamps being in use, each giving
approximately sixty mean horizontal candle power'. The
posts are owned by the city; but the lamps, globes, and
other equipment as well as the underground mains are
provided and kept in repair by the contracting company
which supplies the gas. Each lamp consumes about six-
teen thousand cubic feet of gas per year, and the labor of